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that this was the case with the coastal tribes more than with
those living in the interior,
After the funeral ceremony there was an official crying
period, at which the elderly women played the chief role.
This was followed by a feast and pilou-pilou, as the final
tribute to the dead tribesman.
Julien Bernier, who, at the end of last century, made a
special study of the language of the New Caledonians,
discovered that there were about twenty native dialects in
use, and that many of the tribes could not understand their
neighbours, even though they were separated only by a river.
In many cases the differences were only due to a variation of
the same language, but he was able to divide them into three
main groups, corresponding to what he believed were three
distinct racial groups.
The fact that in some tribes there were two different
languages — one spoken by the chiefs and another by the
common people — at the time of the French occupation of
the island, lends strength to the view that migrations were
.actually taking place at that time, and. that the conquering
^tribes— as represented by the chiefs — were in the process of
imposing their language on that of the conquered.
According to Bernier's theory it was the Polynesians
.and not the Melanesians who were the last to arrive on the
islands. He quoted Gelima, the Chief of Canala, who came
to the assistance of the French during the native revolt, as
saying that his family was of foreign origin. Gelima's
brother called a woman cfafine,' which is very near to the
Polynesian word 'vahine,' while the Melanesian word is
Bernier has a southern group extending from lie des
Pins up to a line between Tontouta and Port Bouquet, and
including Goro, Yate and, Ounia, a central group extending
along both sides of the coast as far as Ponerihouen on the
East Coast, and up to Poya on the West Coast. The third
Ijroup runs north from a line between Poya and Ponerihouen.
The boundaries of the three groups correspond roughly to
the natural boundaries that run herring-bone wise towards

